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Director's Message
 

Proper image focus is still one of the most
important aspects of performing an infrared
inspection. A clear image not only allows for
optimal problem diagnosis, but it is also critical
for accurate temperature measurement.
 
Clear focus is not difficult to achieve if you
follow a few simple steps: 

Get as close as safely possible to your target.
Take time to carefully focus for optimum clarity. This may
take some practice if you have a motorized focus
mechanism.
Ascertain that your target is stationary.
Only shoot from a stable platform. If imaging from a motor
vehicle, it may be desirable to shut off the engine to avoid
vibration. 

Be sure your imager is steady as you capture the image. Gently
push the store button rather than punching it. If using a handheld
imager, consider using a tripod or monopod to help stabilize your
imager.
 
Once you’ve stored an image, recall and check for clarity. If the
results are less than perfect, start over. In addition to greater
accuracy, capturing clear images makes it easier to convey
information to the end user and/or the person who will eventually
perform corrective actions.
 

IR/INFO 2019
A Resounding Success

Infraspection Institute’s IR/INFO Conference was recently held in
New Orleans, LA. IR/INFO 2019 marks the 30th anniversary for the
advanced training conference, technical symposium and
technology expo.
 
IR/INFO was attended by infrared thermographers, PdM

Upcoming
Courses

Level I Certified Infrared

Thermographer®

Feb 11 - 15  West
Windsor, NJ
Feb 11 - 15  Brisbane
Feb 25 - 28
 Henderson, NV
Apr 1 - 5  Melbourne
Apr 1 - 5  Kuala
Lumpur
Apr 8 -12  Auckland
Apr 8 - 12  West
Windsor, NJ
Apr 22 - 25
 Henderson, NV
Apr 29 - May 3
 Brisbane
May 13 - 17  Perth
May 13 - 16  Seal
Beach, CA
Jun 24 - 28  Kuala
Lumpur

Level II Certified Infrared

Thermographer®

Feb 25 - Mar 1  Kuala
Lumpur
Mar 11 - 15  West
Windsor, NJ

Level III Certified Infrared

Thermographer®

Mar 18 - 20  West
Windsor, NJ
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technologists, and building inspection
professionals from around the world
who enjoyed four days of networking,
learning, and fun in a relaxed and
professional atmosphere.
 
We thank our exhibitors, our
speakers and all who attended and
helped to celebrate the 30th anniversary of our IR/INFO
conference. Plans are already underway for IR/INFO 2020 and we
look forward to seeing you there!
 
More Information
 

Infraspection Awarded
Trademark by USPTO

 
The United States Patent and Trademark
Office (USPTO) has awarded Infraspection
Institute registration for its mark and
designation, ‘Infraspection Institute Master
Thermographer’.
 
Responding to requests from
thermographers and consumers alike,
the Infraspection Institute Master

Thermographer® Program is a unique approach to establishing
thermographer qualifications. Unlike certifications that rely solely
upon the completion of formal training classes, this program is
based upon thermographer training, experience, and professional
references.
 
Initial qualification is good for two years and must be renewed
biannually. Participants in the program will enjoy several exclusive
benefits including permission to use the Infraspection Institute
Master Thermographer® seal on their websites, business cards,
and company literature. They also qualify for a free listing in

the Infraspection Institute Master Thermographer® directory.
 
Jim Seffrin, Director of Infraspection Institute, stated: “We have
invested considerable time and effort into achieving this
registration; however, we believe it will help to positively influence
our industry. All experienced thermographers are encouraged to
join our program in order that they may receive the professional
recognition they truly deserve.”
 
More Information
 

IR Inspections of
Electrical Bus Ducts

 
Electrical bus ducts are used to distribute low voltage power

Full 2019 Schedule

Upcoming
Conferences

Infraspection Institute invite
you to see us at the following
upcoming conferences. Be
sure to stop by and say Hello!
 
IDCON Equipment
Reliability Training Week
  
Mar 18 - 22, 2019
Raleigh, NC 
 
Reliable Plant
 
Apr 16 - 18, 2019
Cleveland, OH 
 
Ultrasound World
  
May 14 - 17, 2019
Clearwater Beach, FL
 
Thermal Imaging
Conference
 
October 3 - 6, 2019
Irvine, CA
 
SMRP Conference
 
October 7 - 10, 2019
Louisville, KY
 
IR/INFO Conference
  
January 19 - 22, 2020
San Antonio, TX 
 

Links of
Interest

IRINFO.ORG
 
NACBI

CITA.ORG

Temperatures.com
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throughout many industrial facilities. Modern bus ducts are unitized
structures that contain insulated conductors within a steel casing.
Individual sections of bus duct, each typically 10 feet long, are
joined with bolted connections at the end of each bus section.
Published industry standards recommend that bus duct
connections be manually tightened every six months.
 
Even with regular tightening of bus duct
connections, loose/deteriorated connections
are difficult to detect. With the bus duct under
load, a thermal imager can readily detect the
temperature differentials associated with
loose connections. Properly functioning bus
ducts should exhibit no temperature
differential in the vicinity of bolted connections. Because bus duct
conductors are hidden from direct line of sight, any inexplicable
temperature differentials should be investigated and corrected
immediately. Disconnect switches and cable connections should be
checked for thermal anomalies as well.
 
To ensure complete coverage, bus duct should be inspected from
both sides of the duct along its entire length. Termination cabinets
should also be inspected once the covers have been removed.
Annual or semiannual infrared inspections performed by certified,
experienced thermographers should be used to supplement regular
bus duct maintenance.
 
More Information
 
Thermal image appears courtesy Thermal Technologies, Inc.
  

Are You an
IR Rockstar?

  

Become an Infraspection Institute Master
Thermographer®

 

    

Follow Infraspection on
Twitter

Connect with Infraspection
on LinkedIn

Infraspection Institute
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